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experience, a son of a famous actor, a member of the peerage, an expert in transport. . All those had conifi forward to do their share in shouldering the burden of the Empire. Ordinarily, of course, all the buying was done by the War Office, but to the officer in charge of the depots was reserved the right to make emergency purchases, and the right was freely exercised at times. The bulk of the depdts were, of course, established for the provisioning of the forces maintained at homo, and the work was of the same character at all.
Interesting, however, as were the methods by which the growing army in England, gradually increased in number to millions, was fed, it was a far more difficult task to ensure regular supplies of rations to the ever-increasing number of men in the field, particularly when to the army operating in France was added the forces landed on the Gallipoli Peninsula. These constituted by far the largest armies ever maintained by the Empire in any field of war. When in August, 1914, it was decided to dispatch an expeditionary force to the Continent to cooperate with the French and Belgian armies, the first step taken was to ensuro that this army should be properly provisioned. Home bases were at once established to undertake the work of furnishing not merely food to the men, but forage for the horses, and a supply of petrol for the mechanically propelled lorries, which were for the first time assigned an important rdle in army transport.
It should not be forgotten that the work no admirably carried out by Major-tJoneml W- S. Long and by Col. A. B. Oof ton Atkins, Ins deputy at the War Office, and by the many other officers associated with the provisioning of the Army, as the title of tho dopartinrnl indicated, included both supply and transport.
Several bases were concerned with tho supply to the armies overseas for while there \\oro two main food depots, a railway home I WHO from which nearly all food stores and also cigarettes, tobacco, and candles were dispatched, fresh moat was handled at a. special port depot, also hay, while to another port-was allocated the work of consigning to tho front the huge supplies of petrol. With (he increase in'the number of men on active service it was necessary to accumulate largo reserves, not. only at the special home lumen from which tho soldiers in the field wore feel, but to maintain in the reserve depot surplus stores which could be drawn upon when required. h\ addition to the homo basos, overseas basos wore placed at the disposal of tho British Military authorities by tho French Government, who from first to last gave full facilities for tho work.
The first overscan bonus wore established at certain French Channel ports, and tho initial work way to pour into those bason ronopvon which, in tho event of any stoppage of the steady stream of supplies from tho homo base, should tide ovor a short emergency. Supplies of field ovens and travelling kitchens and other cooking appliances of all nor In had to be accumulated In advance, T\M
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